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President’s Letter March 2020  
.Happy March!  It’s Show Time!    

We are all looking forward to our annual orchid show at the Crowne Plaza Hotel by South Hills Vil-
lage Thursday, March 12 (evening backdrop set up) thru Sunday, March 15 (evening breakdown and 
clean up).  
But first, thanks so much to Phipps for allowing us to visit the production houses after our meeting 
on February 16th and see the Orchid and Bonsai Show for free.  Thanks to Katie Schuller, the Phipps 
Orchid Manager, for selling us some great orchids at bargain prices and for growing the Phipps or-
chids so well.  The OSWP gave Katie an AOS Certificate of Appreciation, to show her how much 
she means to the OSWP and the Phipps orchid collection.  Congratulations, Katie!!!  
Thanks, too, to Lance Cheuvront and Tim Choltco for their presentations at the February meeting.  
Both talks were informative and captivating.  Lance showed his wonderful photos and spoke of vari-
ous Phipps orchids in bloom and how they affected him.  Tim showed the lineage of today’s huge, 
circular paphiopedilum hybrids and how they developed in over 100 years of breeding.  Thank you 
both for developing our hearts and minds. 
 
We have a Nominating Committee:  Carolyn Bolton, Carol Panza and Hossein Noorbakhsh.  If they 
ask you to serve, please consider it.  
 
The Akron Orchid Society is having its Orchid Show the weekend before ours, 3/6 – 3/8/20.  Car-
olyn Bolton, Carol Panza, Val Robey and Kathy Collins have volunteered to lead a team to set up 
and break down an exhibit at Akron from our society.  Please let them know if you would be willing 
to help.  The more the merrier. 
 
Speaking of shows, please be sure to volunteer to help make our show a success all around!  See the 
online sign-up sheet on the OSWP website or contact the show committee chair directly.  Here is the 
link to the sign up site: 
 
Demetria 
Demetria Marsh, 
OSWP President 
 
412-848-4349 
 
PS  As the “Helper” chairperson, I really need 2-3 people for Friday night the 13th  from 6-8PM.  As 
members and vendors finish setting up their exhibits and sales tables, they would appreciate help car-
rying their boxes, etc. back to their vehicles.  Please let me know if you are willing to “help” or sign 
up on the link: 
 
Thank you! 
Demetria Marsh, 
OSWP President 
Demetria117@gmail.com 
412-848-4349 
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 Library Orchid Speakers 
 

Thanks are owed to Karen Gibson, who has done a wonderful job organizing an outreach to area libraries, and the follow-

ing members who have or are planning to give a talk on Orchid Growing at a library : 
 
Demetria Marsh, Tim Choltco , Norma Raiff, Vicky Stood, and  Kathy Arria  
Thank you all for spreading the word about the OSWP, the Show, and Orchid Growing.
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Show News-Clerking 

Thank you to the members who signed up to clerk Friday, March 14 at the show.   

All clerks please arrive at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, 164 Ford Couch Rd., Pittsburgh, our new Show venue by 7:30 am.   
Please refer to the schedule below.   Groups will be assigned at that time.   I will contact everyone on the sign-up sheet 
prior to the day of judging to confirm your attendance. 
If you have any questions, or you are unable to fulfill your commitment, please contact me ASAP. 
 
7:30 Breakfast, view the exhibits 
 
8:00 Introductions to Judges and team assignments 
 
8:10 Judging Exhibits for Show Trophy 
 
9:00 Ribbon Judging begins 

Volunteers Needed

 "THE RAFFLE TABLE is always a highlight at our annual orchid show and this year will be no different. We still have  
openings for two volunteers. Are you available to help on Saturday, March 14th from 10 - Noon or 2 until close?  If so, please 
sign up on our website at OSWP.org or contact Michelle at panasiukm@aol.com. Donations of orchids and related items to be 
used as prizes are also welcome."  

Thank you,  Michelle Panasiuk  

 Your first opportunity to help with the show set up will be Thursday, March 12 , starting at 6 pm.  We have the space until 

10 pm, but with more help, we'll be home by then. Help is needed assembling the bookshelves we provide the vendors for 

storage space, and assembly of the frames and drapes that define each exhibit space.  These are not difficult jobs, and there 

will be some experienced hands for guidance. 

  General help is always welcome on Friday, when we will have the space from 8 am until 10 pm to welcome and help vendors 

get unloaded and set up, work on exhibits, particularly the Society Exhibit, which is a group effort. 

  If you have the time and inclination to help, your presence will be much appreciated. No previous experience necessary. 

The Crowne Plaza Hotel is located across from South Hills Village Mall.  

 Nathanson (msnsan@gmail.com) 
 

THE SOCIETY SALES TABLE needs help for specific times  :Saturday 3-6 Sunday 10-noon,  noon-2 and 2-4.

Katie Schuller Award

 
Carol Panza 
724-591-8220(H) 
412-849-4592(M) 
panzacarol@gmail.com 

If you are suppling  plants for the society's exhibit.  Sent Kathleen Arria the names of plants going into the exhibit so she can 

make labels.  Send to kadeshejza@gmail.com

Plants for the OSWP Exhibit



 Orchid Gems: Brian Powell 
 

By:  Cristina Eyler 

Brian Powell, this month’s Orchid Gem, can be best introduced with the common saying “a man of 
many talents.”  If a hobby involves artistry, aesthetics, and technical engineeringlike thinking, Brian is in
terested!  As orchid hobbyists surely can agree, collecting and growing orchids requires all of these traits. 

Brian’s interest in orchid growing started while living in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  “You know, I don’t 
quite remember exactly how I came into the hobby.  I think it might have started with my HR manager 
who was going on a trip to Hawaii.”  The manager brought back a few orchids and gave Brian a Vanda.  He 
realized he needed to know how to grow it and decided to join the Baton Rouge Orchid Society.  Eventu
ally, that first orchid died, but he was impressed by how much people knew about very specific things 
about each orchid, such as their full Latin names. 

The displays he saw while part of the Baton Rouge Orchid Society (and later, with the OSWP) left 
him awestruck.  “All the orchids are so aesthetically pleasing and the members were so detailed with 
what they did.  They paid such close attention to every detail about the displays which is something I long 
to have.”  When Brian moved back to Pittsburgh, he went to Phipps Conservatory and felt that same way 
about the huge display he saw there.  In 2014 or 2015, he attended his first meeting with the OSWP and 
joined right away.  “I do a lot of travel, so I am not a regular attendee, but I’m impressed by how people 
display their orchids.  It really gives me an orchidrelated inferiority complex!  I really appreciate the 
artistry.” 

Now, Brian owns ten orchids.  He has a few Tolumnias, Phalaenopsis, Cattleyas, and Vandas.  “I 
bought a miniVanda at a 2016 orchid show in Pittsburgh.  It hasn’t bloomed yet unfortunately, but it is 
still growing!”  Two of the tiny ones are mounted on cork/bark magnetic displays.  His orchids reside on a 
kitchen windowsill and atop pedal stools by the fireplace.  “I’ve killed more orchids than the number of 
orchids I currently own!  Once, I left my plants with my wife, Sherry, who has no green thumb.  She put 
them in lowlight, watered them once a week, and mostly forgot about them.  Go figure, they did well!” 

While the orchids themselves are beautiful, Brian has taken orchid growing one step further using 
his technical skills and artistic eye.  He makes wonderful planters out of birch with intricate artwork on 
the outside, several of which he has brought with him to meetings for all to see and purchase.  “There 
used to be a Makers Space in Bakery Square where I would go to use the 3D printers and laser cutters.  I 
liked to make wooden artwork with the equipment.  When the shop closed down, I bought my own laser 
cutter to make these planters and other pieces of art.”  You can view Brian’s work at his Etsy shop, 
CubeAccents. 

Brian’s father was in the Army, so he moved a lot during 
his childhood and experienced many different things.  He was 
born in Germany (he learned to ski in Bavaria; how cool is that?) 
and went to school at Cornell University where he graduated with 
a degree in mechanical engineering.  “I wish I had taken some 
electives in hospitality, as 
this was always a back
ground interest, but the 
demands of my engineer
ing curriculum did not 
allow for this.  In my years 
following university, I was 
able to explore this hospi
tality/culinary arts interest 
more extensively and peri
odically dabbled in part
time catering.” 

Page 4 continued on page 5



 

Page 5

continued from page 4

After attending university in New York State, Brian continued to move around.  He has 
lived in Maryland, Virginia, Texas, Arkansas, Louisiana, Tennessee, and Pennsylvania.  He had 
lived in Monroeville once before from 2001 to 2003.  International travel is also on his list of ex
periences as he had lived for seven years in Montreal, Canada, where his son, Sean, was born 
and lived for one year in Norway.  Consulting work as a mechanical engineer in project manage
ment has kept him moving around and seeing new things. 

Besides orchids and woodworking, Brian also enjoys international travel, interior design, 
indoor rock climbing (“bouldering”), and exploring anything that moves, such as motorcycles, 
drones, and electric cars.  He is also quite a cook and can make a wide variety of dishes including 
gumbo, crabmeat quiche, and cheesecakes. While living in Louisiana, Brian entered a cheese
cake into a cooking competition.  He received a call informing him he had won second place and 
was asked which restaurant he was working for.  The people running the competition had as
sumed Brian was a professional chef! 

Although seemingly disjointed, Brian believes there is a certain commonality that unifies 
his interests: it is all about new experiences and constant learning.  Whether translating a design 
into lasercut functional art, experimenting with a new recipe, or growing orchids, having a vi
sion of the endgoal is important, but is not the only element.  “I try not to expect instant per
fection because I realize that everything is built on a constant progression of learnings and 
experiences.  In many cases, especially where orchid growing is concerned and for the benefit of 
those interested in becoming a member of OSWP, the joy comes from patiently incorporating 
the timetaught details into the overall process while enjoying the journey towards whatever is 
your ultimate destination.” 

****** SPRING SHOW WANT ADS ****** 
Food: noun, often attributive 
      1    : material consisting essentially of protein, carbohydrate, and fat used in the body of an  
              organism to sustain growth, repair, and vital processes and to furnish energy. 

2 : nutriment in solid form 

3 : something that nourishes, sustains, or supplies 
 

OSWP Food Team is currently seeking donations of the above to fuel the Show. 

Absent a kitchen, food must be self-heated, pre-cooked or pre-assembled for the buffet table.  We 

will have limited space in ice chests for cold items and all leftovers must go home nightly as we 

have no refrigeration capability.  Unfortunately, serving dishes will be returned unwashed as there 

is no access to running water.  Should be fun! 
 

Food is needed for three ½ days for all hours: breakfast, lunch, dinner and snacks. 

Electrical appliances, such as crock-pots, electric ovens, roasters and insta-pots, are encouraged 

for hot items, however, we must be mindful of the electrical outlets.  If you need ideas or are flex-

ible on dates, we will coordinate with you to help balance the electrical plugs.  Another option to 

defray costs in the tight show budget is a cash donation to support the food line item.    

Interested parties, please contact Mike Lysy   or Circe Curley .  We appreciate your interest and 

support! 



 
Orchid Society of Western Pennsylvania 

Board Meeting 
01/19/20 

               Attendees  

· President: Demetria Marsh 

· Co-First Vice Presidents: Lori McDermott & Tim Choltco 
· Second Vice President and 2019 Show Co-chair: Sheila Nathanson 
· Treasurer: Janet Greenberg  
· Secretary: Lance Cheuvront 
· Vendor Liason: Norma Raiff 
· Directors: Mike Lysy, Don Ammon, Christina Eyler, Kim McClellan 
 

· The meeting was called to order at 12:30pm by Demetria Marsh, President 
 

·  Discussion was held about moving raffle money and money raised from the Curtis Collection from the show fund to the 

general fund. Mike Lysy motions for the money to be moved to the general fund, Sheila Nathan seconds, board passes the 

motion unanimously.  
 

· Demetria Marsh informs the board that due to delays in the start of rebuilding the garden center that it will be available to 

us until the beginning of 2021. 
 

· Discussion about how to best organize and store the OSWP meeting minutes. A decision is made to have all copies avail-

able in digital format which will be kept by both the current President and Secretary and passed from officer to officer. 
 

· 1pm a meeting is held with Jon DeSantis from the Pittsburgh Home & Garden Show about moving the OSWP annual 

show to the H&G show for not only 2020 but permanently. He informs the board that we would be required to be in atten-

dance from 10am to 10pm both Friday and Saturday and 10am to 6pm Sunday. The H&G show would be willing and 

eager to make the OSWP show an integral part of their one million dollar advertising campaign. Also they would be will-

ing to allow our vendors to set up outside of the show but at the entrance to the show and we would still be able to collect 

donations. Guests however would be required to purchase a ticket to the H&G show and there is no free parking. DeSan-

tis was very eager for the OSWP to join them this year but expressed that the offer would still be valid if the Society 

chose to wait until 2021. 

After the meeting with DeSantis discussions of pros and cons was had with the board. Including loss of moneys already 

allocated to advertising for the new location this year and the need to change accommodations for visiting judges and ven-

dors at this late of a date.  

· At 1:15pm Secretary Lance Cheuvront motions to put off moving the show to the H&G show until at least 

2021. Sheila Nathanson Seconds and the motion passes unanimously. 

· Vice President Lori McDermott moves to send a delegation from the OSWP to the H&G show to look it over, investigate 

the space and help us to make future plans. Treasurer Janet Greenburg seconds and it passes unanimously. 

· Discussion is further held about the status of the OSWP meeting minutes and Secretary Lance Cheuvront vol-

unteers to digitize all paper only copies of past minutes so that all documents will be searchable and in the 

same format going forward. No vote is called. 

· 1:24 Director Kim McClellan motions to adjourn the board meeting. Lance Cheuvront seconds. Vote is unanimous. 
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Calling for helpers and plants for the Akron Show.  We need helper who don’t necessarily need orchid knowledge.  Some of 
the jobs include wrapping pots (a BIG job!), taping labels, alphabetizing premade labels, carry equipment into the venue.   
Please call or email Carolyn Bolton 412-638-8728 or  OR Carol Panza, 724-591-8220 or . 

The venue opens for set up at 11am Friday March 6, 2020.  Venue is Dayton Nursery in Norton, Ohio.  From my house in Jef-
ferson Hills it is about a 2-hour drive according to my GPS.  We typically meet in Cranberry at the Walmart parking lot.  We 
should probably meet at 8:30. Gives us enough time to stop for a break on the way.   

If you live close to Carol or Carolyn, we have a lot of things we bring with us.  If you are willing to drive and carry a few sup-
plies in your car it would be appreciated. If you do not live close there may be room to car pool one other person in their car.   

If you have plants we may use in the exhibit contact Carol or Carolyn with your potential list.  You can drop plants off at 
Carol’s in Cranberry area, Carolyn’s, Jefferson Hills, Cathy Collins, Aliquippa and  Demetria in downtown area.  Or meet us at 
Cranberry Walmart to deliver.  Any other special arrangement contact Carol or Carolyn.  Thank you to anyone who can help. 

Akron Show



Have questions?  We all do. If you want a ‘consultation’ with OSWP orchid growers, please bring your questions to a meet-

ing. Nancy Kline will be near the Membership and Raffle tables to try to help you with your growing issues.If possible, bring 

the whole plant but at least several good photos.If you are able to bring the whole plant, please put it in a plastic bag to pre-

vent any possible contamination of other orchids, assuming it may have a pest or disease. See you there.  

Culture Corner

Phipps Orchid and Bonsai show 

Now thru the first week of March  

Greater Akron Orchid Society 
Massillon, Ohio 
(OSWP will be taking a society exhibit on 3/6) 
3/7 - 3/8 
https://thegaos.com/spring-show 
 
OSWP :) 
Crowne Plaza Hotel by South Hills Village 
backdrop set-up: 3/12 
show set-up: 3/13 
Judging, show, sales, education, repotting: 
3/14 - 3/15 
Sign up to help with our show today online on the OSWP web-
site, show, bottom of page: 
https://www.timetosignup.com/oswp2020show/sheet/1276858/ 

Orchid Show near us.
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New Members Corner 

We would like to extend a warm welcome to our newest member(s) to OSWP:Miranda Wayne, Liam Krut, Janet 
Gentzel, Sherri Cohen, DiDi Rossmiller    

 Val Robey  Membership Chair 

 
USED ORCHID SALE AT PHIPPS   

March 28 10 A.M. to noon. For more info go to the website 

https://www.phipps.conservatory.org/calendar/detail/used-
orchid-sale 

 

 West Shore Orchid Society Show 

April 25 - 26, 2020  
Contact 
Chester Kieliszek 
330-467-3731 
kieliszekc@aol.com 
Location 

Strongsville Recreation Center, 18100 Royalton Road, 

Strongsville, OH 

The annual OSWP show, An Orchid Journey, will be held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, across from South Hills Village Mall, 

on March 13 - 15 , 2020 .  Set up and registration will be on Friday, March 13 , starting at 8am. As usual, the more hands on 

deck, the quicker set up will be. We have the space until 10 pm. 

  On Saturday, March 14 , judging will begin at 8 am.  Therefore, exhibits will not be open to the public until 12 noon.   Ven-

dors will be open from 9 am until 5 pm. Exhibits will be kept available until 6 pm.  

  On Sunday, March 15 , exhibits and vendors will be open from 9 am until 4 pm. That is another time when we need help 

breaking down and packing up.   

  Kathy Arria will be in charge of the Society Exhibit  for the first time, so if you feel the need to express yourself with or-

chids, let her know you can help.  

 We are creating a program booklet this year, as a way to generate income, since our show is free to the public. If you fre-

quent a business, especially in the South Hills, that you think might be interested in a sponsorship , we will have order forms 

available as well. 

Think about what you'd like to do to participate in making our show a success. 
 

  If you have plants that might cooperate with the show schedule, consider exhibiting. Jim Yamber is the person you need to 

speak to about getting a space.  
 

 Whatever you can do to help will be much appreciated. 
 

Sheila Nathanson  , Norma Raiff , Tamara Wurst

OSWP show, An Orchid Journey



OSWP Society Sales Table 2020 Show  

 Once again we will be selling items at the Society Sales Table. In order to make this run smoothly, there will 

be a few guidelines for those who are hoping to sell their items. As this will be a new venue, please bear with 

us to make our table the revenue producing area that it has been. There may be last minute changes, please 

stay tuned… 

Make sure items are properly priced and marked with your name or initials. I would suggest 2 stickers as they 

tend to fall off. If you have the time, a list of your sale items would be great for us to have. Also, if your ini-

tials are fairly common, please let us know your name so we can get the proceeds to the proper person.  

• Obviously, plants are to be disease and bug-free. Anything we find to be suspect will be isolated and re-

turned. The better your plants look, the more likely they are to sell. If they are not currently blooming, a photo 

of the plant is always a help. Any specific information that would be helpful can be added to a tag on the 

plant. People might like to know where you purchased it and any helpful cultural information.  

• We are encouraging the sale of orchid items. These are things like: art-work, books, clothing, decorative 

items, fancy pots and whatever else you can find that has something to do with orchids. Again, price them 

with 2 stickers and don’t forget your name. 

• We are taking a 20% commission for OSWP. Please price your items accordingly.  

• Items can be dropped off any time on Thursday, Friday or Saturday or even Sunday. Obviously, the longer 

your plant has to be on the sales table, the more opportunity it has to be sold. You MUST plan to retrieve your 

items by 4pm on Sunday. If you want to know if you have items to take home, call me at 412-367-1556. I will 

be at the show site and can find that info for you. It is your responsibility to get your items home.  

• We can use bags and boxes. Both plastic and paper bags are great. Small boxes help our buyers get the 

plants home safely. 

• There will be NO ‘holds’ of sale plants before they are purchased. You may pay for the plants, have them 

packaged and leave them with us.  

•This includes plants that are seen before the table is officially open. If you want something desperately, find 

me and pay for the plant. I will deal with the paperwork later. 

Again, NO HOLDING of any items. 

• A record of sales will be submitted to Janet Greenberg, Treasurer, within a few days of the end of the show. 

Your check will come from the OSWP treasury.  

• Some help will be needed on both Saturday and Sunday. Please contact me if you are interested in working 

with our sale items.  There is a sign-up sheet on the OSWP site, OSWP.org                We particularly need 

help on Saturday morning, 9 am to noon, while the judging is going on. The vendor area will be open and 

many of our members are involved with judging so we need anyone who is not judging to help with sales.  

With your help we can make this a profitable endeavor for members and the society alike. Nancy Kline nan-

cyk412@gmail.com 412-367-1556  

AOS                   Nancy Kline 

Culture Corner    Nancy Kline 

Facebook            Lance Cheuvront 

Garden Club/Library Liaison  

   Karen Gibson 

Hospitality         Carolyn Bolton 

Library               Rosa Graudins 

Membership       Val Robey 

Mini-class          Sheila Nathanson 

Newsletter          Jim Yamber 

Orchid Gems      Norma Raiff, Pam Horter-Moore, 

    Cristina Eyler 

Pfun                    Nancy Kline 

P-OSI                 Demetria Marsh 

Raffle                 Natalie Turicik 

Show                  Sheila Nathanson, Tammy Wurst, 

   Norma Raiff 

Speaker              Lori McDermott, Tim Choltco 

Website              Jinghua Ou 

 Current Committees Chairs,
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The Orchid Society of Western Pennsylvania (OSWP) is a nonprofit 501(c)(3)  organization dedicated to serving orchid enthusiasts. Our pur-

pose is to stimulate interest in the exchange of information about the culture, conservation, and exhibition of orchids. Membership is open to 

everyone, whether they grow orchids or just want to learn more. Visit us at www.oswp.org 

 OSWP Membership Application Form 

Name                                                                                                                                      

Name of spouse/other family member                                                                                   

Your Email                                                                                                                             

Street Address                                                                                                                                      

City__________________    State ______ ZIP ________ 

Telephone (_____)____________cell#_______________ 

Date:________________ 

Annual Dues calculation:  (check all that apply) 

[  ] Individual Membership $20  

[  ] Household Membership $25 

[  ] Additional fee for paper newsletter: $15 

Total dues $_____________ Check payable to OSWP  

 

Orchid Society of  
Western Pennsylvania 

Membership Information 
DUES: 07/01/19-06/30/20 

Or  PayPal, using email address: OSWPtreasurer@gmail.com 

PayPal-Please click on “Friends and Family” (no fee assessed OSWP) 

Or  PayPal, via OSWP.org, Dues link, 

(OSWP pays fee-Friends & Family discount not available) 

Mail your completed form/check to: 

 Janet Greenberg, 150 Ammons Dr., McMurray, PA  15317 
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Shows, shows, shows everywhere! We have no room in our schedules for the typical Pfun ses-

sion in March. But still plenty of ways to be involved.  

If you have been working individually with Katie, thanks. Do not forget to send me your hours 

so I can log it on the OSWP record. We reached 500 hours in 2019 and probably much more as 

some of the individual efforts are not being recorded. 
 

The annual ‘used orchid sale’ is on the horizon. The first date of the sale, in the Phipps’ green-

houses, will be March 28. There are two more dates in April, the 4th and 25th. The first date will 

be orchids only. The other two are combined with the ‘used bulb sale’. If you recall, we sold out 

on the first sale date last year. However, we have more orchids to sell this 

year so will look for some volunteers for at least the first April date. 

Specifically: Need volunteers to help organize the sale orchids the week be-

fore the Saturday sale: Monday March 23 - Thursday March 26.  We could 

use two volunteers for those dates. On Friday we have to get the orchids ready to move out on 

Saturday morning so two or three volunteers needed on Friday. Start time 10 am. Saturday is a 

very busy day. Would like up to six volunteers and we need to be there early. The sale is sched-

uled from 10 to noon but we will begin by 9am. The lines will be LONG!  
 

Always, thank you for this commitment.  If you need me, nancyk412@gmail.com      call or text 412.367.1556

Pfun at Phipps in  March



First Class Mail

The Orchid Society of Western 

Pennsylvania Inc. is a non-profit 

corporation organized to advance 

the propagation, horticulture and 

preservation of orchid species and 

hybrids through research, education 

and scientific endeavors   

 

Materials under copyright   

use or reprint by permission.   

James Yamber (editor) 

380 Western Ave. 

Oakdale, Pa. 15071 

 

quail1@verizon.net

 
Upcoming 2020 speaker 

 
    FUTURE PROGRAMS        

 March 14 & 15  2020   

OSWP Spring 
Show 

 “An Orchid Journey” 

More to come for the future programs for  2020 


