Orchid Society of
Western Pennsylvania

www.oswp.org

Looking Ahead

Upcoming Events

2019
March 15-17
O.S.W.P. Spring Show

March 2019

2019 - April 28
2019 – May
2019 – June
2019 – July

New Members Panel
T.B.A.
T.B.A.
Picnic

OSWP meetings are held at the Phipps Garden Center on Shady Avenue and
are open to members, their guests and the general public.
Program Calendar is also available at www.oswp.org
OSWP Officers
Secretary : Lance Cheuvront
President: Demetria Marsh
Treasurer: Janet Greenberg
First Vice President:Lori McDermott&Tim Choltco
Second Vice President: Sheila Nathanson
Directors: Don Ammon, Mike Lysy, Kim McClelland, John Whiting and April Arroyo

What’s Blooming Now

Orchid Show Pictures

Photo by Jim Yamber
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This is an exhibit that you can copy small to large. If you wish to exhibit
I have two spaces left. Jim Yamber quail1@verizon.net
Food, Glorious Food – Feeding the Family during the Orchid Show
What’s on the menu this year? We’re hoping to hear from you! Production of the
four-day show requires lots of hard work building hearty appetites. We plan to operate the “kitchen” as in the past, offering breakfast and lunch Thursday through Sunday
and a meal during set-up, Thursday evening. During the busiest hours we anticipate
serving 25 people. That’s a lot of food!
The new location has an interesting layout for storing and serving food and while not
quite a full commercial kitchen – No Stove – it has many positive characteristics.
Refrigeration will not be a problem as there are several refrigerated cases including
an ice machine. A counter top convention oven will allow dishes to be baked/reheated
but dish size needs to be considered, nothing too big. There are plenty of electrical
sockets to handle crockpots for soups or dishes traditionally heated on a stove. A
large panini maker brings new options – anyone like grilled cheese sandwiches?
Clipboard sign-up were passed around on Sunday but if you missed it, it’s not too late.
Please contact Mike Lysy @ mykollysy@yahoo.com to let him know what you’re
bringing. All donations are welcome: snacks, main dishes, salads, sides and, of
course, desserts and treats. Unlike the Garden Center we won’t be able to scrounge
around for additional serving utensils/dishes so please bring what is needed to serve
your dish. And, label every item so that, when washed things, go home with the
appropriate owner. Thank you for your generous support of this delightfully delicious
undertaking!
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President’s Letter March 2019

It’s Showtime!
It was a wonderful Phebruary meeting at Phipps Botany Hall and walk-thrus of the orchid production
houses and Phipps Orchid Show, plus a great presentation by Katie Schuller on Stanhopeas and the
exciting news about Rlc. Katie Schuller.
Now it’s time to prepare for our Annual Orchid Show at Artsmiths on McFarland where Banksville,
McFarland and Beverly Roads come together.
Please see the notices in the newsletter and sign up to help. It’s a wonderful event enabled and enhanced by our members who work to make it all happen. Don’t delay! Sign up today!
We still have exhibit space. Form a team to group your orchids and learn to exhibit. It’s fun and a
great experience. And lots of people are happy to share stuff and offer advice.
Our annual orchid show is an amazing time to showoff our orchids, learn more, share our passion
with the public and our members, buy and sell orchids, and help the OSWP raise funds for our annual
expenses. You learn the most when you participate however you can!
Also, we are renting a storage unit on just off the Perrysville exit of 279North. We need two vehicles
(van, SUV or pick up truck) to help transport our show materials Sunday evening, after we break
everything down at the show, and put the coffee cans, rods and shelves away. It should only take an
hour for the loading, drive and unloading. Please let me know if you can help.
See you at our show,
Demetria
Demetria Marsh,
OSWP President
412-848-4349
demetria117@gmail.com

Show News-Clerking
Thank you to the members who signed up to clerk Friday, March 15 at the show.
All clerks please arrive at the Artsmiths Gallery, 1635 McFarland Rd., our new Show venue by
11:30 in order to view the exhibits prior to judging. Groups will be assigned at that time. I
will contact everyone on the sign-up sheet prior to the day of judging to confirm your attendance.
If you have any questions, or you are unable to fulfill your commitment, please contact me
ASAP.
Carol Panza
724-591-8220(H)
412-849-4592(M)
panzacarol@gmail.com
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OSWP Society Sales Table 2019 Show
Once again we will be selling items at the Society Sales Table. In order to make this run
smoothly, there will be a few guidelines for those who are hoping to sell their items. As this will
be a new venue, please bear with us to make our table the revenue producing area that it has
been. There may be last minute changes, please stay tuned…
Make sure items are properly priced and marked with your name or initials. I would suggest 2
stickers as they tend to fall off. If you have the time, a list of your sale items would be great for
us to have. Also, if your initials are fairly common, please let us know your name so we can get
the proceeds to the proper person.
• Obviously, plants are to be disease and bug-free. Anything we find to be suspect will be isolated and returned. The better your plants look, the more likely they are to sell. If they are not
currently blooming, a photo of the plant is always a help. Any specific information that would
be helpful can be added to a tag on the plant. People might like to know where you purchased it
and any helpful cultural information.
• We are encouraging the sale of orchid items. These are things like: art-work, books, clothing,
decorative items, fancy pots and whatever else you can find that has something to do with orchids. Again, price them with 2 stickers and don’t forget your name.
• We are taking a 20% commission for OSWP. Please price your items accordingly.
• Items can be dropped off any time on Thursday, Friday or Saturday or even Sunday. Obviously, the longer your plant has to be on the sales table, the more opportunity it has to be sold.
You MUST plan to retrieve your items by 4pm on Sunday. If you want to know if you have
items to take home, call me at 412-367-1556. I will be at the show site and can find that info for
you. It is your responsibility to get your items home.
• We can use bags and boxes. Both plastic and paper bags are great. Small boxes help our buyers
get the plants home safely.
• There will be NO ‘holds’ of sale plants before they are purchased. You may pay for the plants,
have them packaged and leave them with us.
•This includes plants that are seen before the table is officially open. If you want something desperately, find me and pay for the plant. I will deal with the paperwork later.
Again, NO HOLDING of any items.
• A record of sales will be submitted to Janet Greenberg, Treasurer, within a few days of the end
of the show. Your check will come from the OSWP treasury.
• Some help will be needed on both Saturday and Sunday. Please contact me if you are interested in working with our sale items.
With your help we can make this a profitable endeavor for members and the society alike.
Nancy Kline nancyk412@gmail.com 412-367-1556

Chairpersons
AOS Nancy Kline
Facebook Lance Cheuvront
Holiday Party Carolyn Bolton
Hospitality Carolyn Bolton
Library
Rosa Graudin
Membership Val Robey
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Orchid Show Sheila Nathanson, Gary Van Gelder
Pfun Nancy Kline
P-OSI Demetria Marsh
Website Jinghua Ou
Newsletter Jim Yamber

Orchid Gems; Cristina Eyler
By: Norma Raiff
Introducing Cristina Eyler: A relative newcomer to Pittsburgh and new OSWP member, with a young and
growing family. Amidst all these commitments and changes, she has agreed to co-author Orchid Gems.
Amazing! Cristina Eyler represents the “young face” of our Society, willing to volunteer, inquisitive, excited to learn more, friendly.
How long have you been growing orchids? Cristina‘s journey to orchid growing has been a long one,
marked by deep interest, withdrawal, and then, like the many tales about young broken relationships, being
fortuitously reunited years later. “When I was a young girl (about 11 or 12), I saw orchid plants in a store
and was so intrigued.” Her parents responded to her evident interest by buying her a book on how to grow
orchids, Orchids: Success Indoors, Outdoors, or in the Greenhouse by John R. Dunmire and the editors of
Sunset Books. However, the possible relationship was “nipped in the bud.” Intrigue, it turned out, was not
enough. “Some of the information was quite technical and difficult to understand. What is a “foot-candle,
after all?” As Cristina’s family was living in Colorado and she had already killed a cactus where one
might have reasonably thought it would thrive, Cristina concluded that between the climate challenges and
technical requirements, orchid growing would be a “no”. Nevertheless, she kept her book and continued to
study it.
Fast forward: Cristina moved to Pittsburgh about two years ago and the orchid bug beckoned. One day
she saw a mini Phalaenopsis at her Giant Eagle and the romance was rekindled. The orchid thrived, and
Cristina “whipped out her book again” and started to research orchid culture on-line. Her guiding practice
was to dismiss those that she felt would be too hard to grow and to concentrate on purchasing plants that
she felt were a better match to her experience and growing environment.
Current collection and growing environment: Cristina now owns ten plants. These include three Phalaenopsis, one of which a Giant Eagle find with a peloric flower: “I spotted at a distance”. Other plants include a Clowesetum (an intergeneric cross of Catasetum and Clowesia) that she received at her first OSWP
holiday party (“It’s light pink with a faint fragrance in the morning and it just put out another pseudobulb),
a Paphiopedilum (“a reliable bloomer”), a complex mini cattleya, and a Psychopsis. All of these grow on
shelves in her morning room where there’s a lot of sunlight.
When did you join the society & why? Cristina’s membership story illustrates her relentless curiosity
about all things orchids. Her web searches ended up finding OSWP on-line and discovering that we had
monthly meetings. When she mentioned this to her mom, off they went to a regular Sunday meeting
(11/19/17). The experience was enough to prompt her to immediately become a member. “I liked that I got
to see all sorts of different plants at the Show and Tell. It was really cool to see plants that I’ve only read
about or seen on video.” Cristina is comfortable asking OSWPers questions about their first hand experiences. “Even if I don’t purchase any of that type it’s nice to learn about how they grow.”
You might also be interested to know this about me: She and husband Michael, a former officer in the U.S.
Navy, moved to the Pittsburgh area and settled in Irwin in 2016 when Michael took a job at Bettis Atomic
Power Laboratory, a U.S. Government-owned R&D facility in West Mifflin. Their two young children, 4
year old Joao (Portuguese for John) and 14-month old José (Portuguese for Joseph), are named in honor of
her parents’ cultural heritage.
Career pathway: Cristina served as a Captain in the U.S. Air Force. Her last assignment was as Operations Officer for a weather detachment tasked with providing weather support to an Army division. Growing up as an Air Force “brat” herself, Cristina wanted to serve and to attend the U.S Air Force Academy as
it was more or less right in her back yard. She was deeply interested in astrophysics but knew that she had
contioued on page 6
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continued from page 5
to tailor her interest toward a degree that the Academy offered. As she tells it, “A classmate who was
a real big weather nerd got me interested in trying meteorology. By the end of my first terms, I knew
how really interesting the subject was.” Cristina ultimately received a Masters from Mississippi State
University in 2012.
Final words:
“My biggest advice for people who might be on the fence about joining is this: It’s worth it! It’s a
good price for what you get – just compare it to professional society fees – and you get to see so
many plants and to have such a wide, wide range of experiences.”
Why volunteer to help with Gems: “I have a desire to help with something. I used to write and, given
the demands of a young family, I was looking for a way to stretch myself and to regain lost skills.”
Are you also thinking about what you can do, both for yourself and for the society? Take Cristina’s
words to heart. The OSWP wants and needs you!

HELP!
This year at Artsmiths, our new show location, we are planning a smooth and fun transition.
Just in case, we have a new committee, THE HELPERS. (Mr. Rogers would be so proud.)
Our job is to help with whatever is needed. Carrying things, directing people, whatever needs
done to help out.
So, please contact Demetria Marsh at demetria117@gmail.com or 412-848-4349, to let her
know you are willing to HELP.
2 hour segments:
Thursday, March 14, from 8AM – 10PM
Saturday, March 16, from 9AM – 5PM
Sunday, March 17, from 10AM - 4PM
Thanks very much!
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Orchid Society of Western PA
2019 Spring Orchid Show
Saturday March 16th and Sunday March 17th
Educational Orchid Classes
11:00 am
“Expanding Your Growing Area: Orchids Under lights”
Timothy Choltco – Harbinger Orchids
12:00 pm
“Slipper Serendipity: Growing Paphiopedilum
and Phragmipedium Orchids”
Demetria Marsh – O.S.W.P.
1:00 pm
“Orchid Care 101: Ask the Expert”
Nancy Kline – O.S.W.P.
2:00 pm
“Cattleya Karma: Beginners Guide to Growing
Cattleya Orchids”
Sheila Nathanson – O.S.W.P.
3:00 pm (Sat. only)
“Orchid Diversity: A Cross section of
the Orchid Family”
Timothy Choltco – Harbinger Orchids
All Classes are about 30-45 minutes.

Help! Help! Help!
Seeking willing helpers to set up for the
Orchid Show on Wednesday, March 13,
from
12 noon until finished. We can use all the
able bodied helpers we can get- the work is
not too taxing, especially if there are plenty
of us. This is the day when we cover all the
exhibit and vendor tables with black plastic,
tape plastic on the floor, assemble the exhibit drape systems. In other words, Set Up.
Please consider joining us at Artsmiths to
join in this yearly ritual!

Phipps Orchid Sale
Katie Schuller could use our help getting
ready for the Orchid Sale. The sale is
Saturday March 30. It opens at 9:30 but
they line up very early so best to be there
by 9am. We need 5-6 volunteers for this
event. It is very busy. Also great opportunity to do some shopping yourself.
Orchids are $5.
Also, during the week of the 25-29, Katie
could use people to get the orchids sorted
and ready for the sale. Maybe two at a
time. Best times are 10-12 and 1-3. You
will be arranging orchids into the bins.
Contact Nancy Kline at 412.367.1556 or
nancyk412@gmail.com

Pfun at Phipps in March
.
There will be no established dates for Pfun in March. We will all be very busy working to make our
orchid show the best it can be. Make sure you have volunteered your time with the various chairpersons
who are working with the spring show.
However, if you have been working individually with Katie in the green houses and do have the time.
check with her to see how you can help.
April will be SPRING and this will be prime repotting season so, stay tuned!
Nancy Kline

nancyk412@gmail.com 412-367-1556
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Rhyncholaeliocattleya Katie Schuller (Cattleya trianae x Rlc. Heatherwood)
Katie Schuller joined the Phipps horticulture staff in May 2016 as a display horticulturalist. In
April 2017, she became the Orchid Display Horticulturalist. I frequently call her the Orchid Curator as it’s shorter and easier for me to remember. For the past 2 years Katie has worked to install the VAST seasonal orchid show display as well as the year round orchid room display at
Phipps Conservatory.
Katie has worked side by side with Demetria Marsh and Nancy Kline via the O.S.W.P. Phun at
Phipps and P-OSI programs. These programs have permitted many O.S.W.P. members to have
the opportunity to spend quality time with Katie, and to work side by side with her to improve
the quality of the orchid collection at Phipps. These experiences are invaluable to orchid growers, the collection at Phipps, and the patrons of Phipps Conservatory.
Katie has worked to design and install the Phipps Conservatory exhibit at the O.S.W.P. spring
show for the past two years. She regularly attends the monthly meetings of the O.S.W.P. and also
attends the yearly O.S.W.P. picnic. She also attends many of the Paph Forum meetings in Washington D.C.. Katie is a very open and gracious plantophile who is incredibly generous and willing to share her orchid and non-orchid knowledge. She also is willing to ask for help with orchid
culture when she feels her knowledge is lacking. She is an amazing asset to Phipps and our orchid society.
About a month ago, I made the suggestion that the O. S. W. P. recognize Katie by naming an orchid after her. I found within the Phipps Conservatory collection an unnamed orchid hybrid that,
according to my photographic database, has flowered yearly in the collection from 2014 to present. I presented my idea of naming this plant in honor of Katie to the board late January 2019.
The O. S. W. P. board unanimously voted to name an orchid after Katie Schuller.
Orchid hybrid registration can take some time to process as the register is located in the UK.
Katie was the speaker at the O.S.W.P. meeting February 17. I planned to present the provisional
orchid hybrid registration after her presentation. However, during her presentation, I received the
email that the hybrid registration of Rhyncholaeliocattleya Katie Schuller was accepted. The hybrid registration was in fact accepted 2019 – February 17 at 11:38am. Below is a photograph of
the newly registered hybrid taken 2019 – Janu ary 26. The photograph of Katie Schuller and
Timothy Choltco was taken by Lance Cheuvront.
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Trophy Sponsors Needed
Thank you to all who have pledged to sponsor a
trophy. There are openings in the following
categories:
Best Exhibit (Open )
Best Table Top ( amateur )
Best Society Exhibit
People's Choice Exhibit
Best Phaelanopsis & Related Genera ( open )
Best Oncidium (open )
Best Specimen Plant ( open )
Best Specimen Plant ( amateur )
Best Photography People's Choice

It is $25. to sponsor a trophy. Checks may be
made out to OSWP and mailed to Janet Greenberg, 150 Ammons Dr. , McMurray, Pa. 153173212
The simplest way to choose your favorite category
is to use the link on the OSWP website to the
Time To Sign Up Online Sign Up Sheets.

P-OSI
A joint initiative between Phipps Conservatory and
the Orchid Society of Western Pennsylvania to create and
cultivate an orchid collection of note for
enjoyment, education and research.
March, 2019
Several OSWP members went to the Annual Paph Forum in Washington, DC, along with Katie Schuller and Julianna
Razryadov from Phipps. We learned from the speakers, talked to the vendors and experts, and Phipps purchased some
valuable Slipper Orchids at discounted rates from several vendors.
We also distributed the Cypridedium survey to the Cyp experts and are collecting the survey data, the next step in the development of the Barbara Tisherman Slipper Orchid Collection (BTSOC).
Once the Phipps shows and our own OSWP Orchid show have all happened, the teams will again see how we can help
Phipps update their inventory and grow the orchid collection in all ways, to continue to be one of special note.
If you’d like to be a part of this phenomenal team effort, contact us! We’d love to have you for Pfun and P-OSI! It’s a
wonderful learning experience for all of us, a great way to give back to the community and to help make Pittsburgh
someplace even more special.
Nancy Kline
nancyk412@gmail.com
412-367-1556

Demetria Marsh
demetria117@gmail.com
412-848-4349

Upcoming 2019 speakers
2019 - February 17
2019 – March 15-17
2019 - April 28
2019 – May
2019 – June
2019 – July

Katie Schuller
2019 – August
No Meeting
O.S.W.P. Spring Show 2019 – September 15
Sam Tsui
New Members Panel
(Orchid Inn) Paphiopedilum
T.B.A.
T.B.A.
Picnic
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NEW LOCATION FOR 2019 OSWP ORCHID SHOW
As much as most of us do not like changes, sometimes they are handed to us. The need to find an alternative location for our annual spring show is one of those changes. We were unable to secure a firm commitment from the Garden Center for our 2019 show due to their plans to renovate that property. This
required exploring alternative options.
Our thanks goes out to all the members who offered suggestions. Our thanks especially goes out to the
team of diligent members who researched the suggested alternative venues, and many many more. After
extensive weighing pros and cons of all options, the search team, the OSWP board, and show chairs decided Artsmiths Gallery in the South Hills made the most sense to host our 2019 spring show.
This facility is a recently renovated former hardware store, and is located at 1635 McFarland Rd, Pgh,
15216. It is approximately five minutes from the Ft Pitt Tunnels. It boasts plenty of free parking, two spacious downstairs gallery spaces, a classroom, and an upstairs cafe. There are several accessible restrooms, and an elevator. It is a lovely facility to host our show, and it will not require navigating side
streets in an unfamiliar section of town.
This is a big change for the society, but if we have all hands on deck we will have a successful show.
When those volunteer clipboards start getting passed around, don’t be shy about getting involved. It takes
us all, working together, to run a great show.
We are sure there will be unforeseen challenges to this 2019 show, but we know our members will pull
together to make it a great success.

Mini-Classes
See Timothy Choltco

Orchid Society of
Western Pennsylvania
Membership Information
DUES: 07/01/18-06/30/19
The Orchid Society of Western Pennsylvania (OSWP) is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to serving orchid enthusiasts. Our purpose is to stimulate interest in the exchange of information about the culture, conservation, and exhibition of orchids. Membership is open to
everyone, whether they grow orchids or just want to learn more. Visit us at www.oswp.org

OSWP Membership Application Form
Name
Name of spouse/other family member
Your Email
Street Address
City__________________ State ______ ZIP ________
Telephone (_____)______________
Date:________________
Annual Dues calculation: (check all that apply)
[ ] Individual Membership $20
[ ] Household Membership $25
[ ] Additional fee for paper newsletter: $15
Total dues $_____________ Check payable to OSWP
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Or PayPal, via OSWP.org, Dues PayPal link,
Or PayPal, using email address: OSWPtreasurer@gmail.com
PayPal-Please click on “Friends and Family” or fee assessed OSWP
Mail your completed form/check to:
Janet Greenberg, 150 Ammons Dr., McMurray, PA 15317

2019 OSWP ORCHID SHOW PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBIT
- This year’s theme, The Art of Orchids, is a great reason to have your beautiful orchid photography on
display !
Again, I am pleased to announce that the photography component of the show this year will be a people’s choice (1st place award includes a cash prize). The display last year was received positively by
many who attended the show. The judging format for 2019 show will allow our guests to be involved in
the exhibit. If possible, please bring photography entries by Friday, March 15 by 4 PM so that they can
be displayed throughout the 2019 Show, however, if you cannot deliver them by Friday late afternoon,
please bring them any time prior to show opening and we will try to accommodate. We would love to
have many orchid photos to display which will add beauty and color to our new venue. Speaking of the
new venue, some changes are required so please review below carefully even if you have submitted
photographs in past years.
Below is some familiar information regarding the photography that will help you with your submission;
Please feel free to contact me with any questions (contact information is at the end of the article);
1. Photography work should include an orchid. Black and White or Color.
2. The entries are not closed to members or family of members… so if you have a friend/family that
loves photography, we would love for them to submit their photography!
New due to change of event venue –
Photography entries must be in frames this year. Please have each entry no larger than total size 8 x 10
Frame should have wire secured on the back of each frame and ready to hang. There is not table display
space this year for non-hanging photographs.
Max of two entries per member – If you submit more than two, we will attempt to display but we may
not have enough area to do so.
IMPORTANT – All entries must include on the back of your submission your name, photographer
name (if different than submitter frame) and contact phone number.
I will be setting up the display on Friday prior to the show. If possible, please deliver your entry (entries) on Thursday. Your photograph will not need to be registered Plan to pick-up your art at the close
of the Show, Sunday after 4p.m.
If you have the time, for educational purposes, supply on a separate note card the type of orchid (if
known) in the photo, type of photography equipment used (if known), place photo was taken (if known).
Again, please provide a contact name and phone number taped to the back of the artwork.
A BIG THANKS to all who enter a photograph that will make the exhibit an interesting part of the 2019
OSWP show!!!
If you have additional questions, please feel free to contact me. Lori McDermott / 412.247.0397/lorimcdermott@comcast.net

Hourly raffle at the show.
Marion Wike is requesting members to donate any item they have for the hourly raffle at the show.
It can relate to orchids or not.
We need two more volunteers for the raffle table. Times are 10 to 12 on Saturday and 12 to 2 on
Sunday.
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First Class Mail

James Yamber
380 Western Ave.
Oakdale, Pa. 15071
quail1@verizon.net

The Orchid Society of Western
Pennsylvania Inc. is a non-profit
corporation organized to advance
the propagation, horticulture and
preservation of orchid species and
hybrids through research, education
and scientific endeavors
Materials under copyright
use or reprint by permission.

Upcoming 2019 speakers
FUTURE PROGRAMS

March 16 - 17, 2019

OSWP
Spring Orchid Show
More to come for the future programs for 2019

