
 

 

 

 

 

 

November 17 Patricia Conrad  

December 8 Christmas Party

Dave Miller has agreed to discuss 

his video on reading an orchid label…

 OSWP Officers  

President: Demetria Marsh Secretary : Lance Cheuvront  

First Vice President: Lori McDermott &Tim Choltco Treasurer:  Janet Greenberg 

Second Vice President: Sheila Nathanson  

Directors: Don Ammon, Mike Lysy, Kim McClelland, John Whiting and Cristina Eyler

 www.oswp.org

October 20, 2019   

Daryl Venables, 

Tezula Orchids  

 
OSWP meetings are held at the Phipps Garden Center on Shady Avenue and 

 are open to members, their guests and the general public. 
Program Calendar is also available at www.oswp.org 
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Photo from internet

 
Looking Ahead

 
Upcoming Events

https://andysorchids.com  

a cool growing plant in all senses of the word, pear-shaped 4" 

bulbs producing 18" foliage, immense twining 6 to 12 '+ 

spikes carry branches of 3-1/2" flowers that have brownish 

yellow fully-shaped flat sepals and matching golden yellow 

petals with undulated margins, a small dark-purple triangular 

lip  

 

www.ecuagenera.com 

Cyrtochilum macranthum, the inflorescence can get up to 4 

meters long, in nature you can find them hanging from the 

trees along the rivers and the cloudy forest. Here we grow 

them with high humidity and good ventilation, with tempera-

tures of 12 centigrades at night and up to 24 centigrades during 

the day. 

 

This is an orchid that can take the cold BUT doesn’t like the hot 

Pittsburgh summers.  Maybe if we put ice on them every Friday we could 

grow them.  I collected them when I was in Ecuador with a 30 foot spike.



President’s Letter October 2019 

Happy Autumn! 

We had a wonderful September meeting with a great speaker, Sam Tsui, plus a great turnout of mem-
bers.  We celebrated 65 years of the OSWP with cake and a song �  Thanks everyone for making it 
so special! 

Thanks to Sheila Nathanson and Janet Greenberg for engineering our new membership books along 

with Donna, our dedicated printer.  Be sure you pick up a copy at our meeting.  Val Robey has them 

at the front table. 

Thanks, too, to Natalie Turicik, for not only her idea of having a plant raffle at each of our meetings, 

but also for her willingness to do the work to make it happen.  Natalie also donated the first plant, a 

great paph in bud from the Tsui’s.  The OSWP show fund made $190 from the raffle and we all bene-

fited in so many ways. Visit the OSWP FaceBook page for a great photo! 

Carolyn Bolton has agreed, once again, to be in charge of our Holiday Party at the Garden Center on 

December 8th.  Save the date and keep an eye out for information from Carolyn in the next few 

months. 

 

HELP WANTED:  Two more people (total) are needed for our booth at the Highmark Living Expo 

to let people know about orchids, the OSWP and our March show at the Crowne Plaza Hotel. 

We need only one more person in each location in the morning time slot to accompany our other 

OSWP member who will be there. They provide food � Mondays, 9:00 – 11:30AM.   

October 7:  Cranberry, Pittsburgh North Marriott or 

October 28: Robinson/Coraopolis, Airport Marriott 

Contact me at the email address or phone number below. 

 

Calling all SHOW COMMITTEE CHAIRPEOPLE:  Please be sure you enlist/recruit a member 

to be your apprentice for our March Orchid show in the next few weeks.  This is to not only help you 

with the workload, but also involve other members, bring some new ideas and help us prepare for the 

future. 

Hope to see you at our October 20th meeting at the Garden Center. 

And remember . . . 

Life is Good: Think Orchids! 

Celebrate Every Day! 

Demetria  

Demetria Marsh  

412-848-4349 

demetria117@gmail.com 
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New Members Corner 

We would like to extend a warm welcome to our 

newest members to OSWP: 

Diane Hubiak Katlynn Scammon Monica VanBeek 

Andrea Vitulla Val Robey Membership Chair 

Mini-Classes

 Identifying Common Orchid Pests . good topic since we'll 

soon be bringing our plants in for the winter. I'm titling it " 

Eeks! What's That ? ( and what to do about it ) " 

Mini classes begin at 1:30.
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Chairpersons 

AOS Nancy Kline 

Facebook  Lance Cheuvront 

Holiday Party  Carolyn Bolton 

Hospitality  Carolyn Bolton 

Library Rosa Graudin 

Membership  Val Robey 

Orchid Show Sheila Nathanson, Norma Raiff 

Pfun Nancy Kline 

I hope everyone enjoyed our Orchid Plant raffle at the September meeting and Congratulations Cindy on winning a beautiful 

Paph. Gloria Naugle! 

We raised $190 to help with the expenses of the Spring Show!  

To help us make the monthly meeting raffles as enjoyable for everyone and the best they can be, Please fill out this Survey 

by clicking the link below. It will take less than 2 minutes of your time. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JW76K5L 

P-OSI Demetria Marsh 

Website   Jinghua Ou 

Newsletter  Jim Yamber

Program for our Sunday,  October 20, 2019 

Daryl Venables of Tezula Orchids Tezulaplants.com (Plants@Tezula.com) 

His talk will cover what he is best known for; his Tolumnias 
 

LOCATION:  PHIPPS GARDEN CENTER IN SHADYSIDE  

Meeting Start Time:  2:15PM   

Great Information about our October speaker – 
 

My passion for plants started at a very early age, I have always said it started at the age of seven however my father dis-

agrees and is quick to remind me the fence around our vegetable garden was not to keep the dogs out, but rather to stop me 

from getting in and pulling up all the carrots to make sure they were growing okay. it was at the age of seven that my father 

took me to my first orchid show, and I would not say it was love at first sight as I am convinced, I was hooked before we 

even stepped foot in the hall. While waiting to pay our entrance fee, every time the door opened this incredible smell came 

wafting through on the breeze,  which I later found out it was a massive display of over 500 dendrobium kingianum. It was 

definitely love at first sniff, but when i saw the blooms, I knew immediately this was something I wanted to do. We joined 

the orchid society that day. My parents thought it would be a passing phase (just like the tropical fish, tortoises, pigeons, ca-

naries, parrots, dart frogs and yes even the rock collection had been) but it soon became apparent my interest was only get-

ting stronger.  
 

One morning my father woke me up super early and we set out to build my first greenhouse. I had no idea what we were 

even building or why I had to be involved in the project until about 2PM, I apparently was a lot more motivated after that 

news broke! The next day, it was my turn to wake dad up at the crack of dawn…… there was work to do! By the age of 18 

my hobby had turned into a business, and I had grown just about every orchid you could imagine (Except Disas ironically). 

My little greenhouse had expanded to cover 3 acres of grow space and that was still not enough room! Leaving all that be-

hind in Africa to come to the USA at the age of 19 was the hardest thing I have ever had to do, and the space limitations here 

forced me to focus on the one orchid which had always been very special to me and my mother, the Tolumnia, or equitant 

Oncidium as they used to be called. I have been growing Tolumnias now for over 30 years and it was not until 3 years ago 

that I realized just how miserable I was in the insurance industry, so I took what feels like scariest step of my life, by leaving 

a steady paycheck behind me and I took Tezula Plants from a side business to my primary business. I’ve never been happier 

and I have so much more planned for the future. I look forward to sharing my knowledge of growing Tolumnias with you, 

they are a wonderfully easy plant to grow, just very misunderstood. 
 

With regards to preorders, all the Tolumnias we have available are listed on Tezulaplants.com. Anyone is more 

than welcome to contact us directly at Plants@Tezula.com or through the website with any order they wish me to 

bring with me. I was hoping I would have some of my own crosses ready but they are still not at the point where I 

would feel they are of a large enough size to list so all I have available at this time are clones. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Hope to see you on October 20th 

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach me -   
 

Lori McDermott Co-Program Chair 

412-247-0397 /  lorimcdermott@comcast.net 

Orchid Plant raffle



Orchid Gems:  Tamara Wurst 

By:  Cristina Eyler  

It is easy to assume a new member to the Orchid Society is a relatively new orchid grower as well.  This assumption is not true 

of this month’s Orchid Gem, Tamara (Tammy) Wurst.  Tammy joined the Society at the Orchid Show just last year, but has been 

growing orchids for about 15 years! 

Tammy has been interested in orchids for quite some time.  “The orchid passion has been in me for a while.”  While living in 

Oakland as a student, she often went to Phipps Conservatory and especially enjoyed going to the Orchid Show where she first 

remembers seeing orchids.  Later when phalaenopsis were becoming widely available in stores like Giant Eagle, Tammy bought 

her first orchid.  “I have always been attracted to house plants, so it was a natural progression towards exotic plants such as or-

chids.” 

She continued to buy more plants and ended up with about 12 phalaenopsis, but the plants’ health started to decline.  “The pha-

laenopsis look fine at first, but after a few years they started to need help.  So, I decided to repot them…in soil!”  Tammy was 

able to keep them from dying and corrected the mistake.  Her involvement in growing orchids expanded significantly about two 

years ago when her mother gifted Tammy $500 she had won at a church raffle.  Time to purchase new and different orchids and 

better equipment!  Tammy grows her plants near her windows, but since most of the windows face north (not ideal for orchid 

lighting), she bought a LED grow light as well as hanging shelves and stands in front of the windows.  The collection grew to 

60-70 plants and Tammy was utilizing every space possible. 

Tammy became an OSWP member last March.  Although she had attended previous shows, Society Director Don Ammons’ re-

cruiting efforts at the Welcome Table made the difference.  At first, she was intimidated by all the beautiful plants members were 

bringing to the Show and Tell, but then realized the incredible value of seeing what others are doing with their plants.  “That’s 

how you learn!” says Tammy.  “That’s the great thing about the Society; you can see and buy plants you otherwise wouldn’t 

have and you can ask anyone anything.” 

Now Tammy has 107 plants.  Her collection includes phalaenopsis, oncidiums, angraecums, cattleyas, neofinetias, dendrobiums, 

paphiopedilums, phragmipediums, and a few other miscellaneous genera.  “I started with big plants, but space is limited, so now 

I’ve switched to smaller plants such as mini cattleyas.  I would buy oncidiums that didn’t start big, but are big now!”  She grows 

her plants primarily in the windowsills, but several orchids have been spending the summer outside.  Soon, Tammy plans to 

bring them inside and test out her new grow stand equipped with high intensity grow lights. 

Becoming a member of the Society has been a wonderful continuation in Tammy’s development in the orchid growing hobby.  

“People are so supportive.  No one makes you feel guilty about buying the orchids…And there is sometimes conflicting infor-

mation on the Internet; it is not always correct.”  Besides the advice, Tammy finds the speakers incredible as well.  “The speak-

ers have fabulous slides from exotic places all over the world.  It is fascinating.” 

Tammy is from Erie, Pennsylvania and her family relocated to the Allegheny national forest area.  She attended the University 

of Pittsburgh and graduated with a degree in Pharmacy.  She went on to work at 

UPMC Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh for 18 years.  Because the hospital is a 

teaching facility, she spent a lot of time helping interns.  The job was highly 

stressful, however.  “You’re working with people’s children, so you want to do 

your best.  It makes you want to do better every day.  And you can’t apply the 

same concepts from adults to children.”  Five years ago, Tammy moved on to 

work at CVS Health in Monroeville.  This pharmacy specializes in medication 

for chronic illnesses such as HIV. 

Besides orchids and work, Tammy is an avid equestrian.  Tammy has 

owned and ridden horses since she was 8 years old.  Her current horse, Tommy, 

is an “off-track thoroughbred” which is a horse who has either trained for or re-

tired from racing.  She also enjoys gardening and landscaping and is a volunteer 

at Phipps. 

The final word: “Growing orchids has been a truly rewarding and chal-

lenging endeavor and I look forward to continued orchid adventures!”  Tammy 

recounts one such adventure in the following: “I bring my orchids to the sink to 

water them, but one day one of them fell to the floor.  It didn’t look damaged in 

any way, but it must have been stressed because it developed a keiki at the 

crown.  The keiki grew a massive stem of flowers!”  The lesson for all of us?  

Sometimes you win…big time! 
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Internet Board OSWP Vote 
August 2nd 2019 President Demetria Marsh in an online forum requested discussion about donating money to the American 

Orchid Society for their 100th anniversary in April of 2021. 

Discussion was had about an amount to be donated ranging from $250.00 to $500.00 and an agreement was reached that 

$250.00 would be a good amount. 

Sheila Nathanson motioned that we make the donation. It was seconded by Janet Greenberg and the board voted unanimously 

to make the donation.  

The donation was announced to the general membership at the September 15th monthly meeting of the OSWP. 

  

Orchid Society of Western Pennsylvania 

General Meeting 

09/15/2019 

 

• After a mini class offered by Barbara Tisherman, the meeting was called to order at [2:30pm] by Demetria Marsh, 

President 

• 2:35pm Treasurers Report by Janet Greenberg 

 

• 2:40pm Secretary Lance Cheuvront informed the membership that moves are being made to format all of the Society’s 

minutes into a digital format and find a location, most likely on the OSWP website where they will be accessible to the mem-

bership. 

• 2:43pm Co Vice President Tim Choltco informed the members as to the speaker for the October show. 

 

• 2:45 Nancy Kline, the OWSP’s AOS liaison urged the members to join the AOS and discussed the benefits of doing 

so. As leader of PFUN she also discussed our ongoing work with Phipps Conservatory and urged volunteering for available 

PFUN dates. 

  

• 2:50pm Vendor chair Norma Raiff discussed the loss of a few vendors for the 2020 OSWP show and encouraged 

someone to volunteer to apprentice under her as Vendor Chairperson. Lance Cheuvront volunteered to do so. 

• 2:55pm President Demetria Marsh gave a wonderful rundown of the history of the OSWP and then was joined by Car-

olyn Bolton and Jim Yamber who delighted the audience with their rendition of Orchid Doodle Dandy in celebration of the Or-

chid Society of Western Pennsylvania’s 65th anniversary. 

• 3:00pm Show and Tell 

• 3:15pm Tim Choltco introduced Sam Tsui who presented an informative program on The Brachypetalum and 

Parvisepalum and Their Culture.  

 
Orchid Society of Western Pennsylvania 

Orchid Raffle Profits Vote. 

On August 19th President Demetria Marsh contacted the board through email and let us know that new member Natalie Turicik 

had suggested having a raffle at each meeting and offering to run the raffles herself. 

It was agreed that this was a great idea and Demetria called for a vote as to whether any profits should be placed in the 2020 

OSWP Show Fund or the OSWP General Fund. 

Between August 19th and August 20th the board voted through email. 

 

The votes were five for placing profits in the OSWP 2020 Show fund 

Four for placing it in the general fund. 

Two abstaining.  

.I have a 220 volt electric heater I need to get rid of before I move in October.  I am asking $75. and is 7 years old which is in 

good shape.  I needed it as a backup because when winter temps got in the teens and lower my baseboard heating system could 

not retain my 60 degrees.  I also have some shepherds hooks used for my orchids during the summer months. Available for $1.  

Please pass this along to your OSWP membership.  

Larry Seigworth 412-461-6542  412-965-1060 (cell) 

e-mail:  oldseiggy76@gmail.com

Larry Seigworth
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WILLIAM KALUPANOV,  

A Man of Many Names and Many Talents 

 

On August 31st, 2019, William Kalupanov, “Bill,” passed away at 82 after a 

long illness. Bill was a lifelong resident of the Homestead/Munhall area, 

though he and his wonderful wife of 54 years, Peg, travelled to many places 

(all 50 states and many countries in Europe).  Father of three and grandfather 

of two, Bill graduated from Homestead High School and then California Uni-

versity of PA in Industrial Arts.  He served in the army then taught at Steel 

Valley High School for 26 years where he was known as “Mr. Kal.”  Bill si-

multaneously worked for the Union Railroad for 33 years.  He didn’t need 

much sleep.   

 

His talents and passions included woodworking, building, photography, printing and designing posters, gar-

dening, cooking, the stock market, the Strip District, jazz at MCG, the Speakers Series at Heinz Hall, and, 

of course, growing orchids.  He was a Life Time Member of the OSWP, serving as Co-President (2002 – 

2003). 

 

We knew Bill as a person with a great sense of humor (He would answer to “Stash.”), work ethic and a 

wonderful, caring spirit.  He was the chief chef for our annual orchid show for several years, plus provided 

the baked ham for our holiday parties.  Bill also revised and printed our membership books, show posters 

and bookmark for many, many years.  Today we still benefit from his expertise and connections through 

Donna, his former student and longtime friend, who does most of our OSWP printing. 

 

By whatever name we knew him:  William, Bill, Mr. Kal or Stash, he will always have a place in our 

hearts.  Our deepest sympathy to Peg and his family. 

 

 

AUTUMN COLBY, Small Town Girl Who Traveled the World 

Longtime member of the OSWP (pre-1970), Autumn Colby passed away on July 

5, 2019.  Originally from Corry, PA, Autumn had her masters degree in pharmacy 

from the University of Pittsburgh and worked at Mellon Institute  (1944-1958) 

then Gulf Research (1958-1986). 

 

Autumn and her roommate and lifelong partner, Catherine Pellkofer, who passed 

many years ago, were vital and active members of the OSWP.  They were great 

cooks and hostesses.  Besides orchids, their overriding passion was world travel, 

especially to exotic places.  Some examples:  Trans Siberian railroad trip across 

what was then the Soviet Union; boating down the Amazon; a safari in Africa; a 

road trip in their car across the U.S. and Canada then thru the dirt and gravel 

roads of Alaska; an expedition thru South American to Antarctica and an “Around the World” cruise.  

  

After losing Catherine, Autumn stayed in Pittsburgh for several years then moved to a retirement commu-

nity in Greenville to be nearer family.  She cared for the orchids in her new home and was very involved 

and active in her church community and, at the age of 96, was serving as an Elder of her congregation.  Au-

tumn had an amazing and caring spirit with a great sense of humor and wonderful sense of adventure.  She 

is an inspiration to us all and will be missed. 



The Orchid Society of Western Pennsylvania (OSWP) is a nonprofit 501(c)(3)  organization dedicated to serving orchid enthusiasts. Our pur-

pose is to stimulate interest in the exchange of information about the culture, conservation, and exhibition of orchids. Membership is open to 

everyone, whether they grow orchids or just want to learn more. Visit us at www.oswp.org 

 OSWP Membership Application Form 

Name                                                                                                                                      

Name of spouse/other family member                                                                                   

Your Email                                                                                                                             

Street Address                                                                                                                                      

City__________________    State ______ ZIP ________ 

Telephone (_____)____________cell#_______________ 

Date:________________ 

Annual Dues calculation:  (check all that apply) 

[  ] Individual Membership $20  

[  ] Household Membership $25 

[  ] Additional fee for paper newsletter: $15 

Total dues $_____________ Check payable to OSWP  

 

Orchid Society of  
Western Pennsylvania 

Membership Information 
DUES: 07/01/19-06/30/20 

Or  PayPal, using email address: OSWPtreasurer@gmail.com 

PayPal-Please click on “Friends and Family” (no fee assessed OSWP) 

Or  PayPal, via OSWP.org, Dues link, 

(OSWP pays fee-Friends & Family discount not available) 

Mail your completed form/check to: 

 Janet Greenberg, 150 Ammons Dr., McMurray, PA  15317 
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Something a bit different this month: We are offering a date in October and one in No-vember. For your consideration, 

October 30 or November 7.  These may be the last dates of the year due to show installations and holiday time-off.  

Don’t forget to find the name tags in a box in the beige cabinet in GH 1.  

 Please take one and add your name. These can be taken home and used when you return. They are also helpful in the 

cafe or the gift shop when you request your 20% discount.  

We also have some of our orange ‘Volunteer Parking Permits’ in that same box in that cabinet. Take one if you need one. 

If you find no parking in the areas where we are supposed to park, please park out front, around the statue. If you park 

there, do NOT put your parking permit on your dashboard.  

As always, contact me if you are available. We begin typical Pfun work at 9:30 and finish around 12:30.  Lunch at the 

Cafe is always an option.  

If you are working at any other time than Pfun, please let me know your hours.  

These figures are reported to Phipps’ volunteer coordinator and they help both OSWP and Phipps.  

Sometimes we have a need for an extra person during the month. Please let me know if you would like me to email you 

when this is occurring. I will have a clipboard at the September meeting and get the names of the 

members who would like to be on that list.  

If you have begun working with Katie in the greenhouses, you can contact her with your availabil-

ity. Katie would love to hear from you if you have the time, she may have an opportunity for you: 

kschuller@phipps.conservatory.org 

 Any questions, email me at nancyk412@gmail.com or call 412-367-1556. 

Thanks for your dedication to our friends at Phipps. 

Pfun at Phipps in October and November

The Paphiopedilum Forum will be held on January 25, 2020, at the U.S. National Arboretum, in Washington D.C. 

The National Capital Orchid Society Show will be held February 15-17, 2020, at Homestead Gardens in Davidsonville, 

MD, near Annapolis. 

For more information on these two events, closer to the events, go to the National Capital Orchid Society website at 
https://ncos.us/ncos-show-2020/.



First Class Mail

The Orchid Society of Western 

Pennsylvania Inc. is a non-profit 

corporation organized to advance 

the propagation, horticulture and 

preservation of orchid species and 

hybrids through research, education 

and scientific endeavors   

 

Materials under copyright   

use or reprint by permission.   

James Yamber (editor) 

380 Western Ave. 

Oakdale, Pa. 15071 

 

quail1@verizon.net

 
Upcoming 2019 speakers 

 
    FUTURE PROGRAMS        

October 20, 2019 

 

Daryl Venables, Tezula Orchids 
 

 

 

More to come for the future programs for  2019 


