Orchid Society of
Western Pennsylvania
Upcoming Events

2018 – November 18
Brandon Spannbauer
Pleone: Terrestrial Orchids

Nov 2018
www.oswp.org

Looking Ahead

2018 – December 9
Holiday Party
Timothy Choltco Sex, Lies, and Orchids.
2019 - January 20 Thomas Sampliner The Orchids
of Malaysian Borneo
2019 - February 17
T.B.A.

OSWP meetings are held at the Phipps Garden Center on Shady Avenue and are open to
members, their guests and the general public.
Program Calendar is also available at www.oswp.org
OSWP Officers
Secretary : Lance Cheuvront
President: Demetria Marsh
Treasurer: Janet Greenberg
First Vice President:Lori McDermott&Tim Choltco
Second Vice President: Sheila Nathanson
Directors: Don Ammon, Mike Lysy, Kim McClelland, John Whiting and April Arroyo

What’s Blooming Now

Coelogyne Bird in Flight “Raven”

Coelogyne Bird in Flight is an orchid hybrid originated by Unknown in 2011. It is
a cross of Coel. usitana x Coel. lawrenceana. It is considered a "primary hybrid"
because it is a cross between two species.Coelogyne Orchids prefer shade to low
medium light. Be sure that your orchid isn’t in direct contact with a breeze (hot or
cold). Coelogyne appreciate high light levels to allow them to build up their food
source in the pseudobulbs, this high light level will also produce well formed and
compact plants.
During the day, Coelogynes prefer temperatures to be between 80 to 85 degrees F.
and in the evening,it prefers cooler temps between 55 to 65 degrees F. but not
below 50 or above 86 degrees F. They do best in cooler environments. Mature
plants need a 15 to 20 F difference between night and day.
Do not allow these Coelogyne Orchids to fully dry out between watering (drying
out below the surface between watering is perfect). During the winter, water minimally Coelogyne Orchids grow best with a humidity tray underneath them and
60-80% humidity. The plants are moderate feeders and a general purpose plant
food can be applied from April to September at 1/4 the pack recommendation
Flush the pot out once a month with clean water to remove any unused plant food
Repot Coelogyne Orchids every year or two with fine bark.

Photo by Jim Yamber
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President’s Letter November 2018
Happy November!
A big thanks to Tim Choltco for all his work organizing our October Orchid Bazaar.
We had four new exhibitors, Michelle Panasiuk, Val Robey, Tim White and Tammy Wurst, mentored
by Gary VanGelder, Sheila Nathanson, Tim Choltco and Carolyn Bolton.
On Saturday, each new exhibitor learned how to design and construct a wonderful orchid exhibit. It
was a great learning experience for all of us and it was super special to see the beautiful exhibits at
our Sunday meeting.
At our meeting, Barbara Tisherman provided helpful information and insights into the design and
staging of the exhibits from the judge’s point of view. It was a great learning experience and fun time
for all of us. Thank you, Tim, Barbara and all the participants plus those who brought in blooming
orchids on Saturday for the exhibitors to use. (Katie Schuller from Phipps, Raj Popat, Marion Wike
and all the mentors. Thanks to them, there was a great group of blooming orchids to choose from.)
And we had the Swap ‘N Buy, too! It was a beautiful, educational and fun event.
We have signed a contract with Artsmith off Banksville Road in the South Hills for our March, 2019
show. Sheila and Gary, our show co-chairs are working on their plans. Be sure to let them know how
you would like to help. We need all the help we can get.
Eventually we may need to find a new place for our monthly meetings when Phipps Garden Center is
under construction sometime in 2019. If you have any ideas, please contact me.
Hope to see you at our November 18th meeting at the Garden Center.
If you cannot make the meeting, warm wishes for a Happy Thanksgiving.
Demetria
Demetria Marsh,
OSWP President
412-848-4349
demetria117@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL NOTICE

Chairpersons

Reminder: The new fiscal year is approaching-07/01/18-06/30/19, and annual dues
should be paid by July 1st.

AOS Nancy Kline
Facebook Lance Cheuvront
Holiday Party Carolyn
Bolton
Hospitality Carolyn Bolton
LibraryRosa Graudin
Membership Val Robey
Newsletter Jim Yamber
Orchid Show Sheila
Nathanson, Gary Van Gelder
Pfun Nancy Kline
P-OSI Demetria Marsh
Website
Jinghua Ou

NOTE: Members who joined from March 2018 thru June 2018 are considered paid thru
June 30, 2019.
Important Notice:
Effective immediately, because of rising costs, dues for MAILED NEWSLETTERS are
increased from $10 to $15 additional dues.
New annual dues rates for mailed newsletters:
Individuals $35
Household $40.
Dues for emailed newsletters remains the same at $20 for Individual and $25 for household.
Checks are payable to OSWP and mailed to Janet Greenberg, 150 Ammons Dr.,
McMurray, PA 15317 or via OSWP website, PayPal link.

2018 – November 18 Brandon Spannbauer Pleone: Terrestrial Orchid
2018 – December 9 Holiday Party Timothy Choltco Sex, Lies, and Orchids.
2019 - January 20
Thomas Sampliner The Orchids of Malaysian Borneo
2019 - February 17
T.B.A.
2019 – March 15-17
O.S.W.P. Spring Show
2019 - April 28
New Members Panel
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Program for our Sunday, November 18th, 2018
Brandon Spannbauer <braxtonds@gmail.com> :
Pleione: Terrestrial Orchids
LOCATION: PHIPPS GARDEN CENTER IN SHADYSIDE
Meeting Start Time: 2:15PM
Brandon has been growing orchids for over 17 years and is a member of the Greater Akron Orchid Society
for the past 5 years. He is currently the Editor for the society. He has always been fascinated by flowers
and acquired his first orchid for his 16th birthday and was somehow able to keep it alive for 14 years, long
before I began the long journey of learning about orchids. He has been growing pleiones for only a few
years but he was immediately taken by them because when they flower it's on a bare bulb and he couldn't
understand where the leaves were or how it grew. He has collated as much information as he could find on
this special genus based on his personal experience and what little literature there is available in English.
He will go over the yearly life cycle of the pleione as well as their cultural requirements, tips and tricks.
Brandon has let me know that he is unsure of his pleione stock. Unfortunately, he was hit very hard this
year with predation, however, he will try to secure some bulbs from a source if he is able for the meeting.
Since he is not sure of what he will have to sell, we are opening up to members to bring in plants and
orchid supplies to trade or sell.
Lori McDermott Co-Program Chair
412-247-0397
lorimcdermott@comcast.net
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PRINCIPLES OF DESIGN
BALANCE is visual stability. It is the result of placing equal weight on opposite sides of an imaginary central axis. The axis is
always vertical because balance is related to the force of gravity. Symmetrical balance is repetition of all elements, including
space, in opposite directions from the real or imaginary axis; it is attained by having the two sides as nearly alike as possible.
Asymmetrical balance is equal visual weight composed of different elements, and ln varying directions, about the axis. Visual
weight may differ from actual weight. Asymmetrical balance has greater appeal aesthetically than symmetrical balance.
There is no rule of achieving this balance. The following appear heavier: denser and bolder forms, larger sizes, darker colors,
and coarser textures. Their opposites appear lighter in weight. Forms have more visual weight than closed spaces, closed spaces
more than open spaces. Elements higher up in the design and farther away from the axis appear heavier than those nearer the
center.
RHYTHM is a dominant visual path through the design. Rhythm suggests motion. It may be achieved by the use of repetition or
gradation in a linear direction.
DOMINANCE is the greater force of one kind of element. Dominance implies subordination. Subordinate interest can be provided by similar but weaker material or by contrasting material.
CONTRAST IS difference. Contrast is achieved by placing opposite or unlike elements together in such a way as to emphasize
difference. Contrast exists only between elements that are related in some manner. Contrast whether of size, form, or color affects design in many ways. Examples: It stimulate interest; color contrast help to distinguish both form and space; on the other
hand, contrast of equals divides attention; too much contrast of too many elements results in confusion.
PROPORTION is the relationship of areas and amounts to each other and to the whole. Nothing is too big, too much or too little. Things are only too big, too much, or too little in relation to something else. Good proportion is the pleasing variation of one
form, part, or color to another or to the whole.
SCALE ls size relationship. It is closely related to proportion. It is a minor principle because it applies only to the element of
size. It is only when contrast of size is too great that components are out of scale.
(From Handbook for Flower Shows published by the National Council of State Garden Clubs, Inc.)
Barbara Tisherman

SUGGESTIONS FOR EXECUTING EXHIBIT DESIGN
Study the A.O.S. Suggestions for Exhibitors, principles of design, and the space exhibit pointing worksheet. Think of a painting executed in depth. Keep principles of design in mind. Group by color, and make lines flow. Vary heights. Remember to create depth. Use voids open space for the eye to rests don't fill every bit of space. Group plants, especially small ones, so as not
to create a spotty effect.
Put the best plants where they will be shown to their advantage and where the Judges can see them well. Example - if paphs are
placed low, tilt the pot so that the viewer while standing sees the full flower.
Include foliage plants but choose them carefully. fewer use a flowering plant that is not an orchid. Beware of very bright, colorful. or variegated leaves that will take attention away from the orchids. Use different types, sizes, and textures. Maidenhair ferns
and other ferns are especially helpful.
No plant should extend above the back drop. Always leave some space at the top.
Accessories should be appropriate and in good proportion to the exhibit but not over- whelming.
Rememberr that orchids are the stars.
If possible add your own lighting and direct it to the best plants in your exhibit.
Cover all pots and mechanics. Sheet moss and black fabric are favorites.
Register plants and the exhibit for Judging.
Place labels near the flower. This means that the best place for a label is not always in the pot; sometimes it can hang from a
stem. Heavy green wire can be bent at the top and taped to the back of poster board; then you can place it into something or
hang it from something. Entry tags may be taped to the back of the label and removed easily after judging. Don't let a tag in the
pot show.
Be Judicious in choosing plants to use in your exhibits Don't hesitate to discard ones that have not opened enough or are beginning to go by. Sometimes even a fine plant does not fit well into your compositions; in this situation ask whether individual
plant entries will be accepted (usually there is a special section for them).
plant of inferior quality is not really balanced by a plant of high quality. It is best to leave out plants that are not at least

average quality.
Stand back and look at your exhibit with a critical eye. Go away for a little while and come back and look again. Check to be
sure every plant has a label. Good Luck Barbara Tisherman
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SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR EXHIBITORS
The planning and staging of an orchid show entails a great deal of hard work by many people. It can,
however, be futile if exhibitors do not do their part, because the exhibits are the show.
You are an exhibitor whether you enter a single plant or stage a 200 square foot exhibit. As much care and
thought should proportionately be given a single plant as to the largest exhibit.
Whether you have exhibited many times before or this is your first time. The following suggestions will
help you prepare your exhibit and enjoy the experience.
(1) Read the schedule
(2) Do not be deterred from exhibiting because you are inexperienced. You can only gain experience by accepting the challenge and doing your best.
(3) Plants for exhibition should receive special attention. Flower stems of Paphiopedilums should
be staked during their entire growth process. Cattleyas should be staked and tied before buds emerge from
the sheath. Stake a spray-type orchid before buds begin to open. Do not change the position of any plant
after buds are mature.
(4) Wash discolorations from leaves before exhibiting. Mild soapsuds may be used. Artificial
leaf-shine products should not be applied. Pots should be clean or covered.
(5) water your plants thoroughly before taking them to the show.
(6) think of your exhibit as a painting executed in depth. Remember that the principles of good design include balance, rhythm, dominance, contrast, proportion and scale.
(7) Colors should be pleasingly grouped, not scattered at random. In general, darker colors should
be at the bottom of the display.
(8) Choose accessories with care. They should complement, not overpower, your orchids. Labels
should be large enough to be read easily but should not be obtrusive. Make sure of proper spelling and abbreviations.
(9) Exhibitors and the show committee should work as a team in setting up the show. Do your
part.
(10) Do not wait until the last minute to set up your exhibit.
(11) Do not say of a prize-winning plant: “I have a better one at home”. Bring the plant to the
show; it cannot win at home.
(12) Do not expect prizes for flowers just because you are especially fond of them. Learn the standards set for excellence and the rules of good judging. Then you will have some understanding of the difficult decisions judges must sometimes make. Be a good sport.
(13) Read the schedule.

Displays at the October OSWP Bazaar
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PREPARATION FOR A SHOW
1. Study the show schedule thoroughly,
2. Reserve exhibit space.
3. Plan the exhibit. Sketch your plan or set up plants and props at home. Make a list of all props, equipment, and foliage plants needed (see suggested list below). Make a list of all orchids that you may be able
to use', make a second list, grouping them by color. Do your research as to parents and hybrid names. If
possible, fill out entry forms before going to the show. Also prepare plant labels, which should be clear,
correct, easy to read, unobtrusive, and waterproof. Choose plants that have flowers of good or better quality and an adequate number of blooms. All flowers should be in good condition', cut off damaged or old
ones,
4. Prepare the orchid plants. Weeks ahead stake them properly, and don't change the orientation toward
light. Clean foliage; a suggestion is to use baby wipes. Sometimes a damp cloth or milk will do the job. A
vinegar and water solution (1 to 10) will help to remove residue from the leaves. Trim off any discolored
parts of leaves. You may need to pull up pseudofiles. You want the whole plant to look as good as possible. Remove labels from pots. Water plants thoroughly before packing them. If a plant is top-heavy, place
it into a clay pot or a larger plastic pot, perhaps adding gravel for stability.
5. Before transporting plants, stake them well for protection. Cover flowers, if necessary, with tissue
paper, not plastic. Don't leave plants in a car parked in sunshine for hours.
6. If a flower or stem is broken in transit, it may be inserted into an orchid tube and placed in the pot.
MATERIALS TO BRING
Black plastic to cover the floor Ground cover - sheet moss, shredded bark, fabric, etc.
Chicken wire or burlap to free in areas between pots and plants
Materials to cover pots, such as sheet moss or black fabric
Flower pins, straight pins (to hold fabric in place)
Risers - boxes, plastic crates, florist stands, cable spools, extra pots (clay and plastic, all sizes)
Tapes - black and duct, to tape plastic to floor and stacked pots together
Green plastic twist-ties
Green wire-for stakes, situating labels, and holding moss in place around pots (bent into upside down U)
' Bamboo stakes
Wire cutter, pliers, needle-nose pliers, hammers screwdriver
Waterproof labels - laminated computer paper, Dymo labels or 'Indelible ink on poster board or railroad
board
Pen, pencil, scissors, scotch tape , masking tape , floral tape, stick-um
Razor blades, single edge
Paper towels. garbage bags, newspaper, broom and dustpan Tool kit Props
Foliage plants, cleaned and watered Bucket for wetting sheet moss Lights, clips or stands (new halide
bulbs especially good), extension cords
Sprayer for mists plants during the show
List of exhibit plants, correctly spelled and research class tor each.

These last pages are information to correctly set up an orchid display at an orchid
show. Complements of Barbara Tisherman AOS judge
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Time to celebrate the holidays with your OSWP family.
Date: Sunday, December 9, 2016
(THE second Sunday in December)
Time: 2-5PM
Where: Phipps Garden Center
When:2-3:15 . . . very short business meeting and then
Tim Choltco presents his program. See article in newsletter.
Bring show ‘n tell plants for room decorations.
3:15- 5PM . . . food and fun!
Members will provide the appetizers and desserts.
You may BYOB. We will provide the drinks hot and cold.
If your last name begins; A thru L . . . please bring an appetizer
M thru Z . . . please bring a dessert
You can call/email me and let me know what you will bring.
If I have too many of one category may request something different.
There will be plant favors this year. The order for RSVPs will determine the grab bag
choosing order so the earlier you RSVP the better choice you will have.
RSVP by Wednesday, 12/6, to Carolyn at 412 714 0263 or boltoncs@gmail.com.
Help is always needed to set up the room around 12:30.
Any and all helpers greatly appreciated.
Come hear Tim’s talk about orchid sex!
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NEW LOCATION FOR 2019 OSWP ORCHID SHOW
As much as most of us do not like changes, sometimes they are handed to us. The need to find an alternative location for our annual spring show is one of those changes. We were unable to secure a firm commitment from the Garden Center for our 2019 show due to their plans to renovate that property. This
required exploring alternative options.
Our thanks goes out to all the members who offered suggestions. Our thanks especially goes out to the
team of diligent members who researched the suggested alternative venues, and many many more. After
extensive weighing pros and cons of all options, the search team, the OSWP board, and show chairs decided Artsmiths Gallery in the South Hills made the most sense to host our 2019 spring show.
This facility is a recently renovated former hardware store, and is located at 1635 McFarland Rd, Pgh,
15216. It is approximately five minutes from the Ft Pitt Tunnels. It boasts plenty of free parking, two spacious downstairs gallery spaces, a classroom, and an upstairs cafe. There are several accessible restrooms, and an elevator. It is a lovely facility to host our show, and it will not require navigating side
streets in an unfamiliar section of town.
This is a big change for the society, but if we have all hands on deck we will have a successful show.
When those volunteer clipboards start getting passed around, don’t be shy about getting involved. It takes
us all, working together, to run a great show.
We are sure there will be unforeseen challenges to this 2019 show, but we know our members will pull
together to make it a great success.

Pfun at Phipps in November
There will be no scheduled Pfun in November as Katie is busy with show installations.
We are hoping to be back to two sessions in December.
If you are working with Katie, please keep in touch with her and continue your efforts.
Thank you for all the help. Nancy Kline

Mini-Classes
Tim Choltco will give a mini-class on " Habeneria Culture" at out Nov.18 meeting. Mini-class
starts at 1:30.

Orchid Society of
Western Pennsylvania
Membership Information
DUES: 07/01/18-06/30/19
The Orchid Society of Western Pennsylvania (OSWP) is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to serving orchid enthusiasts. Our purpose is to stimulate interest in the exchange of information about the culture, conservation, and exhibition of orchids. Membership is open to
everyone, whether they grow orchids or just want to learn more. Visit us at www.oswp.org

OSWP Membership Application Form
Name
Name of spouse/other family member
Your Email
Street Address
City__________________ State ______ ZIP ________
Telephone (_____)______________
Date:________________
Annual Dues calculation: (check all that apply)
[ ] Individual Membership $20
[ ] Household Membership $25
[ ] Additional fee for paper newsletter: $15
Total dues $_____________ Check payable to OSWP
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Or PayPal, via OSWP.org, Dues PayPal link,
Or PayPal, using email address: OSWPtreasurer@gmail.com
PayPal-Please click on “Friends and Family” or fee assessed OSWP
Mail your completed form/check to:
Janet Greenberg, 150 Ammons Dr., McMurray, PA 15317

P-OSI
A joint initiative between Phipps Conservatory and
the Orchid Society of Western Pennsylvania to create and
cultivate an orchid collection of note for
enjoyment, education and research.
November, 2018
First,

welcome to Julianna Razryadov, the new curator at Phipps. Julianna has come to the Phipps
Conservatory curatorial position fresh out of graduate school. She finished her PhD in Horticulture
at Pennsylvania State University focusing on green roof plant diversity. Throughout her green roof
studies she's even found rare Ophrys orchids growing happily on green roofs in Switzerland. She is
an amateur orchid enthusiast, having trod her way around New York State and Pennsylvania searching for native orchids and sold not so native orchids through a business she co-founded. Julianna is
excited to join the Phipps team especially because she gets the chance to interact with one of her favorite hobbies - growing orchids! Welcome, Julianna! We look forward to meeting you and working
together to build an orchid collection of note at Phipps.
The Phipps Fall Show is open, soon Katie and company will work on getting the recent inventory in
the database. Then the P-OSI leaders can see what is needed to help make the collection super special. If you have ideas, let us know.
The Paph Forum will be happening on January 26, 2019, in Washington, D.C. Several of us hope to
attend to keep spreading the word about our work at Phipps and the development of the Barbara
Tisherman Slipper Orchid Collection, a living museum of Slipper species and important historical
Slipper hybrids at Phipps. It’s Cypripedium time! Our last group to work on: develop a Cyp survey,
send it to Cypripedium experts, gather data, develop a Wish List from that data, and acquire as many
of those Cypripediums as possible.
Also, Barbara Tisherman is attending the AOS Fall Members Meeting at the beginning of November
in Florida. She took with her our updated Paph and Phrag Wish Lists to distribute and solicit slippers
we still need for the Slipper collection. It takes a village.
If you’d like to be a part of this phenomenal team effort, contact us! We’d love to have you for Pfun
and P-OSI! It’s a wonderful learning experience for all of us, a great way to give back to the community and to help make Pittsburgh someplace even more special.
Nancy Kline
nancyk412@gmail.com
412-367-1556

Demetria Marsh
demetria117@gmail.com
412-848-4349
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First Class Mail

James Yamber
380 Western Ave.
Oakdale, Pa. 15071
quail1@verizon.net

The Orchid Society of Western
Pennsylvania Inc. is a non-profit
corporation organized to advance
the propagation, horticulture and
preservation of orchid species and
hybrids through research, education
and scientific endeavors
Materials under copyright
use or reprint by permission.

Upcoming 2018 speakers
FUTURE PROGRAMS

November 18

Brandon Spannbauer
Pleone: Terrestrial Orchid
More to come for the future programs for 2018 and 2019

